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EPA's contribution s toward achieving TMDLs for MeHg in the Delta 

1 Key points made during CABA seminar: 
a. Several scientists noted the importance of providing for the full amplitude of selected flood events within 

the regulatory context (especially the "first flush" in fall). 
b. C. Enright explained distinctions b/w estimating UIF using the "rim reservoir" approach vs. Central Valley 

flows. The former provides consistency with the "8-river index", while the latter seriously underestimates 
UIF. SFEI's presentation on historical ecology raised concerns that both conventional approaches to UIF 
might be significantly underestimating historical flow volumes. 

c. Dr. Petts explained that sufficient flows on large rivers are important for establishing chemical cues and 
migratory corridors, and while they might be treated as agricultural drains and navigational routes, it's 
important to protect WQ on them even if habitat cannot be restored. Consistent with this approach, 
there's an urgent need to protect and restore the watersheds of tributaries to the big rivers. 


